98           THE VILLAGE GODS'OF SOUTH INDIA
About a mile south of the village, on the road to
Madras, there is a shrine, consisting of a large open
enclosure about thirty feet square, surrounded by a low
stone wall. On the west side of the enclosure are three
large images of men seated on tigers, each about eight
feet high, representing Pandur-Karuppanna (Pandur
being the name of an ancient village), Padu-Karuppanna
(Le, the New Karuppanna), and Ursuthiyan (he who
goes round the village); and in front of them a number
of small stones, black with oil, sis carved roughly into
the figures of men and women, and about six quite plain,
some of them only about six inches high. At right
angles to this row of stones, on the south side, runs a
small shrine with seven small female figures represent-
ing the kanimars, i.e. the seven virgins, while at the
north-east corner is a small separate enclosure with the
figure of Madurai-VIran on horseback with his two
wives seated in front of him. The presiding deities of
the shrine are the goddesses, represented by the small
stones, and not the imposing but ugly male creatures
seated on tigers.
When the time for the festival has been fixed, each
family of Pariahs gives about one rupee for the ex-
penses. Then, on the first day, they perform puja
(worship) in the Pariah street of the village Melakari
dose by the shrine. Three sets of seven brass pots,
standing one above thet>ther, are placed in one of the
huts, and oa the top of each set a small image made of
the five metals, one' image, representing Padu-Karup-
panna, another Paadttr-Karuppanna, and the third a
female deity, Malaiyayi, whois'thewife of Karuppanna.
Boiled rice is first offered, cocoanuts are broken and
incense burnt to the pots, and then at night there is a
sword and spear dance in the compound of the
hut.
On the second day the Pariahs come to the shrine,
and wash the small black stones aad images represent^
jag the goddesses, with oil, milk, cocoanut milk, lime-
juice, and water, put on them some new pieces of cloth,
garland them with Sowers, and mark them with sandal-